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The Oppofers contradiét all the Mercator fays, becaufe he fays it. 


It ws the VUfage of their Party. 
They undertake to defend the fouleft Prattifes. 


The Pretence of the French trading tothe Spanifh Weft-Indies, a Fittion, 


The like of Ships fitting out at Cadiz. 
Let them bring fufficient, Evidence of the Fatt. 
The Nation ought not to believe them without tt. 





HATRVER the Afercator fays 
is to be contradicted, if it be 
but only becaufe the Afercator 
fays it, juft as our People in 

Parties a& now in other Things only to op- 

pofe one another, whether it be Right, or 

whether it be Wrong. The Oppofers of the 

Mercator are now come that length, that they 





undertake to juftify Breach of Treaties, Breach 


of publick Faith, clandeftine Trade, and all 
kinds of Violation of Neighbourhood between 
Nations. wet 

They tell us now, that the Trade from Ja- 
maica'to New Spain ought to be preferv’d 5 


‘that the Spaniards ought not to take our Ships, 


and that Reprifals ought not to be deny’d. 

Another tells us, Reprifals have been gran- 
ted in fuch Cafes; and a Third, that it was 
not the Spaniards but the Trench that took 
our Sloop from Jamaica; all which are meer 
Forgeries and Invention, without a Word of 
Truth in them, orin any Part of them. 

That French Ships and French Seamen may 
be hir’d aad employ’d by the Spaniards to 
keep their Coaft, no Body queftions this , nor 
is it to the Cafe at all, any more than the Spa- 
niards hiring Englifh Merchant-Ships at Ali- 
cant to carry their Troops and Stores for the 
Siege of Barcelona, makes the Queen of Eng- 
land a Party in the Siege of that Town, or 
than the Englifh hiring: Danifh Troops to fight 
againft France, made the King of Denmark 


and the King of France at War with one ano- 
ther. 


Nor can the Spaniards in the Weft-Indies. 


be blamed for hiring the French Ships, or any 
Ships, if they were Algerines or Moors, to 
defend their Coaft from the Jamaica Bucca- 
neers, and to preferve their Trade from the 
Jamaica Sloops; and he that will juftify the 
Jamaica-Traders, while we are under the *fa- 
cred Bond of a Treaty, muit never complain 
more of the French King’s breaking his Bena- 
fide, and may as well juflify the Pyrates of Ma- 
dagafcar. . 

But our Oppofers can juftify any thing, tho’ 
never fo Criminal, and amufe any one: Howe- 
ver,innocent Slander and Condemning by Hear- 
fay and Suggeftion are fmall Matters with them, 
and it is their daily Praétife to reproach others 
for Lying, even while what they fay is falfe 
in the moft intenfe Parts or Kindsof a Lye; 
from fach no fair Quarter can be expected ; 
they will accept of no Capitulatio# for either 
Temper or Manners; nor will they agree to 
fpeak nothing but what they can prove ; thefe 
Things will not ferve their Occafion, they muft 
rail and talk madly, they muft call Rogue and 
Villain inftead of arguing calmly, they cana 
fupport their Caufe no other way. 

The main Argument they would now make 
ufe of is, that the French are permitted to go 
to Spain and Trade there, and that even from 
Cadiz it felf, and therefore we ought todo fo 
too. 

The. Mercator allows, that with refpe& to 
the Spaniaids they ought not to let any Na- 
tion Trade to their Colonies in America any 
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ore than we; and if the Spaniards do grant 
we to'the French to Trade to New Spain, 
re ought to have the fame Liberty ; and this 
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‘ie does, to invite them if poflible to argue fair- 
y and calmly, which they never would do 

et. : 
: But there are feveral Things, the Proof of 
which isto be demanded of them in order to 
bring the Confequence which they draw to 
bear in this Cafe. Wedo hear of French Ships 
fitting out in Cadiz for the Spanifh Weft-In- 
dies, but we defire to fee it proved, that 
thefe are any other than Ships hired in Spain 
by the Spaniards for their Trade in the ftead 
of the Galleons, which we all know are taken 
up for the King for the Seige of Barcelona, 
whereby the Spaniards, that Siege proving 
longer than was expeéted, have beea left with- 
out Ships to carry on their Trade. This we 
know has been the Cafe which occafion’d them 
lately to defire our Affiento Convoys might 


come to Cadiz to carry their Viceroy of Peru, 


they having no Ships to carry him till the 
Siege of Barcelona was at an end. 
If this be the Cafe, the Clamour is all Non- 


— fenfe and Mali¢ious ; if the Ships are only 


hired for rhe Spanifh Trade, there is po more 
in it than when the Turks hire our Merchants 
Ships, as they often do between Conftantino- 
ple and Egypt, to carry their Tribute, their 


Bafla's, Governours, Soldiers and Goods. 


If, asthefe Men fuggeft, the Spaniards at 
Cadiz have permitted thofe French Ships to 
go as French for the Accounts, and with the 
Cargoes of French Merchants to Trade in Ame- 
rica; then the Mercator fays, in the firft place, 
the Spanifh Nation are all mad and bewitch‘d, 
putting their Hands to their own Deftruction, 
ant! giving themfelves up a Prey to be devour’d 
by the French , which, with thefe Gentlemens 
Pardon, the, Afercator does not believe, neither 
has there been one Word faid authentickly to 
prove it has been or Is fo. 

On the other hand, if it be fo, and it can 
be proved, then have the Spaniards broke the 
Feace with us, and Her Majefty has reafon to 
refent it as fuch, and no doubt the Queen 
knows how to do Herfelf and Her People 
Juftice upon the Spaniards in that Cafe. 

But the Gentlemen we have to do with 
mult bear with the Afercator, for faying, that 


this muft be plainly proved, and more plainly 
than their fay fo;°Asa Man would not hang 
a Spanifh Dog upon this Evidence, fo the 
Mercator will not Condemn the whole Spanith 
Nation upon their faying it is fo, or Printing 
forged and pretended Letters about it. | 

Seeing a Matter of fuch Weight is before 
them, let fufficient Proof be brought, fuch as 
a Nation ought to depend upon, that the 
French have either at Cadiz, or any where 
elfe, a Licenfe to Trade with New Spain, on 
their own,Accounts, by the Spaniards. 

That no fecret Clandeftine Trade may be 
carried on by the French in fuch Ships of their 
own Nations as may be fo hired by the Spani- 
ards, this no Man will fay, nor isit any thing 
but what we would do ourfelves; and even 
thofe who have fo unjuftly and barbaroufly 
Clamour’d about the like of late, would do the 
like, and many of them have done worfe. 
Nor need we go any farther than the Dutch 
Men of War coming into our Ports during the 
late War, as Convoys to their Ships, who, cone 
trary to Oaths, Compaéts, Agreements of the 
States, dnd in fpite of frequent Complaints, 
have carried on a Clandeftine fmuggling Trade 
in all our Ports, to the inexpreffible Injury of 
this Nations Commerce. This therefore can- 
not be the Cafe at al]. The Queftion is fair, 
and we defire they will fpeak to it direly, 
without fhuffling and quibbling (as is ufual 
with them ) and an honeft, open, ingenious 
Anfwer, will bring the Difpute to an end. 

The Queftion is this: 

Are the French Ships at Cadiz, mentioned 
to be fitting out for New Spain, loaded by 
the French Merchants on their own Accounts, 
and by the Leave or Licenfe of the Confulade 
of Seville, Council of the Indies, the King, 
or by any Publick Authority, or are they only 
French Veffels hired for the Spanifh Trade, 
and on the Spanifh Account ? 

When this is anfwer'd directly, and with 
fuch Evidence made Good as the Britifh Go- 
vernment may give Credit to: Then, if the 
Queen and the Miniftry takes no notice of it, 
the Mercator will acknowledge there is reafon 
for Complaint. But till fuch Proof is brought, 
the People of Britain ought not to be Impofed 
upon by Forgeries and falfe Suggeftions, as in 
all that has been faid yet, there is reafon to 
believe they have been. . 
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